
29th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

A customary explanation given for the point to this 
Gospel story has to do with persistence in prayer.  A 
with good reason.  I think we all can appreciate the 
importance of that virtue, even if we struggle at times 
to practice it. 

There is an issue, however, if that’s the only way we 
ever look at the parable.  For one thing it’s easy to fall 
into the trap of looking at the parable as if the judge 
plays the role of God.  

When we take that route, the implication is that God is 
the one who is slow to listen to the pleas of a poor and 
vulnerable widow — a woman without a husband, 
without status, without income, without security.  

According to this account, God only grants the woman 
her claims because she pesters him to the point that 
God loses his patience and reluctantly gives in.  

Who wants to believe in a God like that? 

There’s a problem with the picture this story paints if 
we carry it over to God. If the parallel is drawn 
between the judge and God, and the judge does not 
come across as someone we would want to emulate. 
When carried over to God, the parable can paint a 
pretty gloomy picture.   

Beyond that, the sense we get is that God is someone 
to bargain with or pester to the point of wearing him 
down.  
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Fr. William Bausch, a renowned Catholic homilist and 
teacher, suggests another possible way to understand 
this story. The question he asks is: “Why not see the 
widow as the one who represents God in the story?”  

If the widow is pictured as the God-like figure, it 
becomes possible to arrive at a whole new meaning 
for this parable. The message is still about the 
importance of persistence, but the persistent one is 
now presented as that person who — often against all 
odds — keeps resisting injustice, keeps working for 
the kind of world that God has wanted all along: 

where those in authority and with the power bend to 
the needs of those without, a world where all get what 
they need to live lives of dignity, where justice is 
never denied but reigns throughout the world, 
throughout the creation—among people and between 
people and the earth.  

The widow, and then maybe God, too, comes across as 
someone like Rosa Parks, a person who endured and 
persisted until justice was achieved. The original 
meaning of the Gospel passage is still maintained, 
only now persistence becomes the constant, rock solid 
commitment to seek justice wherever it is being 
denied.  

In this case persistence insists that we refuse to relent 
in our requirements to provide our children with 
adequate education and health care. It insists that all of 
us demand that our prisoners, who have not lost their 
God-given dignity, are treated with respect; that our 
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soldiers are supported, both during their time of 
service and after they return from duty; that our 
elderly are able to afford housing and food and 
medicine, that our planet is related to as a God-given 
gift that will sustain us if we do our part to sustain it. 

This parable can be a story about a God who 
persistently hungers and thirsts for justice, and 
persistently calls us to join the effort. This form of 
persistence is every bit as challenging as persistence 
when we work on our prayer life.  More so, I think. 

I don’t know anyone who thinks the present world is 
perfect.  Maybe the only difference is to what extent 
we think we can ignore the fact. 

And so injustice remains. Peace can seem hopeless. 
The things that need to change can seem so over-
whelming. As a consequence, we do often lose heart, 
and leave it for someone else to deal with. 

Today’s Gospel story is a Christian answer to the 
painful reality of justice delayed and denied: namely, 
that God’s plan for a kingdom of justice and peace 
will eventually be accomplished, and that we are 
invited, called even, to join in the work.  

In the meantime, we are called to “pray always 
without becoming weary.”  Make justice our goal. 


